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We are all aware of the Administra-
tion’s plan to hire 100,000 new teachers,
and we can all agree that hiring more
qualified teachers should be a priority.
But what about books? What about
computers? What about the basic
things, like pencils and papers? What
right do Washington bureaucrats have
to deny school districts the option of
using these funds for these necessities?

Mr. Speaker, we can do more to im-
prove the education of our children by
giving local school districts the flexi-
bility and tools needed to make those
improvements. Let us give our children
the best education opportunity we can.
Let us cut the Federal purse strings.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back all the egg-
headed, cookie-cutter, liberal funding
theories which cannot possibly meet
the diverse needs and educational
needs of our children.

———

REPUBLICANS HAVE KILLED CAM-
PAIGN FINANCE REFORM AND
CONTINUE TO BLOCK AN IN-
CREASE IN THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks).

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, Americans
have enjoyed an unprecedented growth
in our economy over 8 years. We have
the lowest unemployment rate in dec-
ades, but 12 million workers, 10 percent
of all American workers, work at the
minimum wage. The majority of them
are adults, a majority are women.

Most of those women are trying to
bring up children at that minimum
wage with less than $10,000 a year.
They have not seen any benefit from
the economic boom. They deserve a
wage increase, and they can only get
that wage increase by increasing the
minimum wage by this Congress.

Eighty percent of Americans favor
doing that. Even two-thirds of all Re-
publicans favor doing that. We have a
bill that would raise the minimum
wage by $1 over the next 2 years. It
should pass. It could pass in a day, but
the Republican leadership is going to
hold that bill hostage unless it is pos-
sible to give $70 billion per year of tax
cuts to the handful of Americans who
make more than $300,000 a year. That
tax reduction goes to the wealthiest 1
percent of Americans.

Why is this? Members guessed it, the
handful of Americans who make more
than $300,000 a year make the vast ma-
jority of contributions to political
campaigns.

The Republican leadership of this
Congress, the House and Senate, have
killed campaign finance reform again
this year.

———

AFRICA TRADE BILL: AN HISTORIC
OPPORTUNITY

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, it is en-
couraging to see the African Growth
and Opportunity Act passed yesterday,
overwhelmingly passed, and it has now
passed both chambers of Congress.

We need to get to work, Mr. Speaker,
on putting together a Senate-House
conference committee on this bill so
we can get it to the President for sig-
nature. This legislation is a first step
in helping Africa help itself by bring-
ing the continent into a positive trad-
ing partnership with the United States.

As the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Africa, as well as an
original cosponsor of the bill in the
House, I can say that passage of this
historic bill is good for Africa and it is
good for America.

In addition to bringing Africa into a
trading partnership with us, it will
help open African markets to American
goods. America today has only 5 per-
cent of Africa’s market. France and
other European nations dominate the
continent’s trade. With this bill, the
U.S. will be able to pry some of the Af-
rican markets away from Europe. This
will lead to tens of thousands of new
jobs for Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I again urge quick for-
mation of a House and Senate con-
ference committee on this bill so we
can get it to the President for signa-
ture.

———

IT IS TIME CONGRESS WRITES

THE LAWS, NOT NEW YORK
JUDGES
(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker,
judges in New York have ruled that
Mayor Giuliani shall give $7.2 million
to the Brooklyn Museum of Art, even
though their exhibit is offensive. I will
say it is offensive, a portrait of the Vir-
gin Mary splattered with elephant
dung.

If that is not bad enough, now tax-
payers have to subsidize it. Unbeliev-
able, Mr. Speaker. In the name of art
and freedom of expression, these stum-
bling, bumbling, fumbling judges in
New York have institutionalized per-
version.

The museum may have the right to
show it, but by God, the taxpayers
should not be compelled to fund it. It is
time that Congress starts writing laws,
not these judges. I yield back the stu-
pidity, absolute stupidity and perver-
sion, of the decision of these judges in
New York.

———

ASKING THE PRESIDENT TO DO
THE RIGHT THING

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, as usual,
the gentleman from Ohio is absolutely
right.

I address my comments to another
topic, however. In the coming days, the
President is going to have to do some
critical things and make some critical
decisions. He can choose to support a
Republican program that balances the
budget and saves social security, or he
can succumb to the pressure of the lib-
eral Democrat leadership here in the
House and bust the budget and loot the
social security trust fund once again.

To the average hard-working Amer-
ican taxpayer, this should not really be
a dilemma, but this is Washington, and
silly things happen here. When liberals
get together to discuss spending issues,
it is awfully hard to keep their hands
off of the taxpayers’ money.

The President talks about his legacy.
He can assure his place in history if he
stands up to his free-spending friends
and says no to budget-busting and no
to more increases and raids on the so-
cial security trust fund.

Let us hope that just this once, the
President does the right thing.

REPUBLICANS HAVE ALREADY
SPENT $17 BILLION OF SOCIAL
SECURITY SURPLUS

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, it would
have been amusing the last few weeks
if it had not been so sad listening to
our Republican colleagues swearing to
protect social security. This charade
continues, despite the fact that the
Congressional Budget Office has con-
firmed that the Republicans have al-
ready spent $17 billion of the social se-
curity surplus.

Remember, that $17 billion loan does
not include the Republicans’ $1 trillion
tax cut. It does, however, include Sen-
ator TRENT LOTT’s ship that the Navy
does not need, does not want, and does
not have the people to man if they had
it.

It does include over $1 million to
study the spruce bark beetle. In fact,
according to the CBO, if the President
had not vetoed the tax bill, we would
have already raided the social security
trust fund by at least $70 billion, with-
out counting any of the other billions
and billions and billions that my
spendthrift Republican colleagues have
passed this year.

With all this spending and all this
borrowing, how can my Republican col-
leagues get up here with a straight face
and say they are saving social secu-
rity? The American people know bet-
ter.
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